2016 United States Presidential Election 


Regardless of who wins, the 2016 US Presidential Election will go down in history for 
its dysfunction and sheer unpredictability. 


Republican 


An early precursor to eventual chaos brought upon the Republican Party 
could perhaps be the initial primaries; they were fraught with constant 
personal attacks and fighting. Outside of their own problems, the 
candidates who fell to the eventual Republican nominee — businessman and 
television personality Donald Trump — mainly did so because he was utterly 
hogging the media spotlight (thanks to his celebrity status and strong 
opposition to political correctness), and tended to goad his biggest rivals 
into attacking him and divert focus from themselves. Not to mention: 
Trump wound up defeating the very strong and competitive lineup of 16 
candidates as an outsider, with notably having one of the least amount of 
spending for a presidential nominee...a feat of which is relatively 
impressive in hindsight. 


o Marco Rubio, the junior United States Senator of Florida, was considered 
one of the front-runners after nearly beating Trump after the lowa 
primary. However, Rubio succumbed to pressure at the New Hampshire 
debate when New Jersey Governor and candidate Chris Christi accused 
him of using memorized speeches. He also drew fire for insulting Trump’s 
financial background and (allegedly) [[http: //www.people.com/article/ 
marco-rubio-now-copying-trump-insult-strategy his penis size]] (which 
Trump later criticized). Rubio’s momentum and “3-2-1” strategy 
collapsed in favor for Trump and Cruz. Trump winning the 99 delegates in 
his home state of Florida was perhaps the final nail in the coffin, as 
Rubio suspended his campaign shortly after. 


o Jeb Bush was speculated as another obvious frontrunner. However, in the 
wake of Trump’s attacks (claiming that he was “low energy”) and a poor 
performance in 3 states, he dropped out, with up to $130 million from 
the establishment investment wasted. 


o Texas Senator Ted Cruz became one of Trump’s most bitter rivals 
throughout the primaries. 


o With the unique rules of the Colorado primary which Texas Senator 
Ted Cruz won the full 40 delegates, Trump and his supporters 
basically turned the tide to crack Ted Cruz's persona of being anti- 
establishment, as that primary didn’t use citizens to vote. 


o And then there was Cruz's attempt to win Indiana and secure the 
nomination from Trump (after his rival had taken a massive lead in 
the New York polls), which ended up backfiring completely. 


» Cruz cut a deal with the distant third-place candidate John 
Kasich, in which he'd have Indiana all to himself while Kasich 
would focus on Oregon. The unfortunate implication for this 
was that it promoted the notion that Republicans were 
conspiring against Trump, who many people voted for out of 
protest. 


» Additonally, to reinvigorate his image, Cruz announced ex-HP 
CEO Carly Fiorina as his running mate, which became a sign of 
desperation and a target of mockery for pundits and 
commentators— only party nominees have running mates. 
Fiorina’s record as a poor businesswoman and inability to win 
over undecided voters also made her seem like a poor choice. 


* Trump, despite the near universal view of him as a joke candidate, secured 
the Republican nomination, and proceeded to mire himself and the party in 
controversy after controversy. 


o The media practically had a field day reporting several occasions in 
which Trump's inflammatory rhetoric and actions had brought him 
under fire. One particularly widely-publicized moment was his 
assertion that Mexico was sending murderers and rapists into the 
U.S. (said in the wake of the murder of a San Francisco woman by an 
illegal immigrant). On another occasion, Trump had been accused of 
mocking a disabled news reporter. But perhaps one of the more 
infamous controversies was the bitter feud that developed between 
him and Fox News commentator Megyn Kelly, which all started after 
she had questioned him about his previous disparaging comments 
about women during the Republican primaries — an action of which 
Trump claimed was “unfair”. The two traded blows over social media 
(with one of his comments subsequently interpreted by news outlets 
as a jab at menstruation) culminating with Trump vowing to boycott 
Fox News in an angry rant note although a later interview held 
between Kelly and Trump apparently helped them settle their 
differences. 


o Inthe years prior to the campaign, Trump had been under 
investigation for running a fraudulent scheme known as “Trump 
University". On May 27, 2016, the U.S. District Judge overseeing the 
suit, Gonzalo P. Curiel, granted a request from The Washington Post 
for public release of certain documents that had been filed in the 
case. The released information included “playbooks” documenting 
instructions for employees to use a hard-sell approach, as well as 
depositions in which former employees said that Trump University 
had defrauded or lied to its students. Trump himself raised eyebrows 


when he called the judge a “hater”, describing him as "Spanish" or 
"Mexican" (Curiel was born in Indiana to Mexican parents), trying to 
suggest that Curiel’s ethnicity posed a conflict of interest in light of 
Trump's proposal to build a wall on the U.S.-Mexican border. 


Many of Trump's rallies gained notoriety for quickly escalating into 
violence among protestors, which resulted in the cancellation of one 
in Chicago. Additionally, a protestor attempted to storm Trump's 
stage at_a rally in Dayton, Ohio. It didn't help much that Trump made 
certain remarks that suggested that he was actually encouraging the 
violence (as some critics speculated), and had a tendency to publicly 
throw out anti-Trump protestors during his speeches. 


Following the massacre at an Orlando, Florida nightclub on June 12, 
2016 that claimed 49 lives and was caused by a gunman who had 
been radicalized over the Internet, Trump took a lot of fire for 
offering himself unseemly congratulations for his prescience about 
terrorism; he claimed to have been "right" to propose his 
controversial plan to ban Muslims from entering the U.S.note which 
he'd first floated after the San Bernardino shootings in December, 
even though the shooter was an American-born citizen. Not only 
that, but he went beyond blaming President Barack Obama for lack 
of will or wisdom in fighting terrorism, darkly implying presidential 
sympathy for the enemy. 


A few days later, Trump — yet again — made a big stir, this time when 
his campaign blacklisted The Washington Post from covering his 
ralliesnote which technically only meant that Washington Post 
reporters with credentials couldn't cover from the bullpen with other 
reporters. They were still able to attend as members of the general 
public. Given earlier remarks about wanting to open up libel laws 
and whatnot, many saw Trump as having no respect for the First 
Amendment of the Constitution (freedom of the press). 


By mid-June, polling showed Trump being viewed as highly 
unfavorable among many voting demographics. Numerous Republican 
leaders — ranging from Congressmen to state governors — refused to 
endorse Trump on the basis of avoiding association with his 
controversial campaign. This included Ohio governor John Kasich, 
who had dropped out of the 2016 race in May and whose state was 
scheduled to host the RNC, and Mitt Romney, who had delivered a 
scathing speech lambasting Trump for being a “phony” and a “fraud”. 
This caused many to speculate that if the GOP nominated him at the 
RNC, Trump was going to lose to Hillary Clinton — who boasted a 
finely-tuned campaign machine and the fully-fledged support of the 
entire Democratic party establishment (including Obama and Biden) 
— ina landslide come November. 


Many GOP delegates also began pushing efforts to block Trump from 
receiving the nomination at the Republican National Convention. 
Within a week of Orlando, the #DumpTrump movement had grown to 
encompass hundreds of the GOP delegates, increasing the chances of 
a convention coup. 


It began to be reported that Trump's campaign may have run into 
financial difficulties. A report in June showed that Trump barely even 
had a skeletal campaign staff, of 70 people at best. Not to mention 
that he hadn't run any ads in swing states, prompting him to make 
requests for an emergency infusion of $100,000...in contrast to 
Clinton's campaign, which was sinking upwards of $30 million in ads 
for those states. Compare this to 2012, where Mitt Romney's 
campaign had put as much effort into advertising in the swing states 
as Obama's reelection campaign. 


On June 20, both campaigns filed with the Federal Election 
Commission (FEC). It showed that Trump had started the month with 
just $1.3 million in cash on hand, a figure more typical for a 
campaign for the House of Representatives than the White House, 
and trailed Hillary by more than $41 million. Additionally, some 
invitations to Trump fund-raising events featured the same short list 
of national Republican finance volunteers regardless of what city the 
event was held in, suggesting that Trump was having trouble lining 
up local co-hosts. 


Also on June 20: Trump fired his campaign manager Corey 
Lewandowski, after he had clashed with Trump chief strategist and 


campaign chairman Paul Manafort in an internal “power struggle”. 
Lewandowski himself had been previously hit by a duo of physical 
assault allegations — one happened on March 10, 2016 from Breitbart 
News reporter Michelle Fields in a Jupiter, Florida press conference. 
He was charged with an account of simple battery, although it was 
announced by Palm Beach County State Attorney Dave Aronberg that 
his office would not prosecute, after having concluded that there 
wasn't sufficient probable cause for an arrest. Lewandowski couldn't 
even last a mere nine days without being accused of the same crime 
again — this time when he grabbed a protestor by the collar in 
Tuscon, Arizona on March 19, 2016. Him and the Trump campaign 
played damage control, denying the allegations. 


The Republican National Convention ended up being a microcosm of 
all the issues that had plagued Trump's campaign from day one: lack 
of experience and organization, the understaffing, insufficient 
funding, inflammatory rhetoric from both Trump and his surrogates, 
outright violence at rallies, and lack of support from the rest of the 
Republican Party. 


In the weeks leading up to the convention, many in the media 
feared a repeat of the 1968 Democratic convention 
(mentioned above), thanks to Trump's reputation for 
encouraging violence among his followers, with several high- 
profile terrorist attacks and police shootings reigniting hot- 
button issues such as racism and IsLlamophobianote The RNC 
opened the day after a gunman killed three Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana police officers in an ambush attack, and the week 
after a terrorist attack in Nice, France. For the most part 
though protests and counterprotests were nonviolent, with 
only a few scuffles between protestors and police and a 
scattering of arrests. The real drama occurred within the 
convention itself. 


A high number of Republicans skipped the convention due to 
Trump's notoriously divisive candidacy on the grounds that 
associating themselves with Trump would cost them in the 
elections, some offering particularly snarky excuses such as 
fishing, mowing their lawn, getting their hair done and 
watching dumpster fires. Big-name snubs included the Bush 
family, Mitt Romney, John McCain and Ohio Governor John 
Kasich (despite the convention taking place in his home 
state). 


Because of the number of high profile Republicans who backed 
out, the RNC found itself scrambling for speakers. They 
ultimately filled up their slots with a handful of name 
Republicans, Trump's family and business associates, several C- 
List celebrities like Scott Baio, and victims of Benghazi and 
illegal immigrant crimes. This was contrasted with the 
schedule of the Democratic National Convention, which 
included two Democratic presidents (Bill Clinton and Barack 
Obama) and their families. 


Concerns were raised about security, as the convention was 
held in Cleveland, Ohio - a state with “open-carry" laws 
allowing people to openly carry around loaded 

firearmsnote Though no open-carry was allowed inside the 
stadium itself, both by Secret Service decree and by the 
decree of the property owner. Sure enough, protesters 
supporting Trump announced that they would organize outside 
the convention fully armed. Because of earlier incidents of 
violence at Trump's campaign rallies, Cleveland Police 
Department chief Calvin Williams asked for Kasich to suspend 
the open-carry law, which Kasich claimed he was unable to 
do. 


A preview of the impending mayhem came on the weekend 
before the convention, when Trump's roll-out for his running 
mate, Indiana Governor Mike Pence, was marred by leaks, 
incompetent planning, and reports that Trump was so 
dissatisfied with Pence that he tried to back out of the 
selection on the night before it was to be publicly announced. 
Though Trump tried to claim it was postponed due to a 
terrorist attack in Nice, France, many quickly called those 
claims into question. An awkward joint interview with Trump 
and Pence on 60 Minutes did not help matters. 


o Then there was the convention itself. Where do we even start with 


this? 


Well, for starters, the first rough patch on the first day of the 
convention was when the Republican "Never Trump" faction 
attempted a roll call vote as a last-ditch attempt to stop 
Trump from receiving the nomination. The Rules Committee 
shot down the attempt, claiming they did not have the 
requisite number of states to request such a vote, leading 
many delegates to walk out in protest. 


The biggest gaffe of day one came from Melania Trump, whose 
speech was well received...until social media observers noted 
that her speech lifted several paragraphs from Michelle 
Obama's 2008 DNC speech. Trump's campaign refused to admit 
plagiarism had occurred, despite irrefutable side-by-side video 
evidence to prove it did. Then they came out with outlandish 
excuses for what happened, at one point claiming that the 
scandal was planted in the media by Democratic nominee 
Hillary Clinton. Most of these attempts were either widely 
mocked note (such as RNC Official Sean Spencer's citation of 
My Little Pony: Friendship Is Magic in Melania's defense, even 
going so far as to namedrop Twilight Sparkle, which got the 
attention of her voice actress) or condemned note (CNN's 
Chris Cuomo flat-out accused Trump's campaign manager of 
lying) . The Trump Organization put out a statement about 36 
hours after it happened in which the staffer who wrote 
Melania's speech apologized for the debacle. While this 
partially quieted one scandal, it also created a new one, 
namely the fact that an employee of Trump's company was 
writing the speech and being paid by The Trump Organization, 
a violation of campaign laws (the apology letter was written 
on a paper with The Trump Organization logo on the 
letterhead). 


Most of the speeches focused less on policy proposals, and 
more on attacks. The theme of the convention's second night, 


"Make America Work Again,” was intended to outline the GOP's 
economic agenda, but instead was quickly drowned out by a 
prolonged hatefest against Hillary Clinton. New Jersey 
Governor Chris Christie led the delegates in a mock trial and 
chants of “Lock her up!" He was followed by Ben Carson, who 
literally tried to link her to Satan. Clinton was mentioned 
more times that night than the economy or even Trump 
himself. 


The third night of the convention was meant to showcase a 
primetime speech from Pence. However, Texas Senator Ted 
Cruz - one of Trump's most bitter rivals in the Republican 
primaries - gave a speech in which he implicitly refused to 
endorse Trump, as revenge for Trump's attacks on his wife and 
his father during the primaries. Republicans in the building 
reacted with such anger that Cruz's wife Heidi had to be 
escorted out of the building, while at least one GOP donor had 
to be forcibly restrained from attacking Cruz. The stunt drew 
attention away from Pence's speech, which was pushed back 
to the late hours thanks to Cruz drawing his out. 


The fourth and final day of the convention - when Trump was 
scheduled to accept the nomination - was overshadowed not 
just by Cruz's behavior from the day before, but by an 
interview in The New York Times in which Trump indicated 
that he would not honor NATO commitments to defend allies 
from Russian incursions. Just like the plagiarism in Melania's 
speech, the Trump campaign denied what the Times published 
was true, only for a transcript to appear to show that the 
words were Trump's and that he knew he was being recorded. 


Not only that, but Trump's acceptance speech got leaked to 
the media before it was to be given, leading some to wonder 
if the campaign was so disorganized that Democrats were able 
to get their hands on the speeches, or the Trump camp leaked 
them to keep the candidate on message, and to have 
reporters pre-write stories off of the advance text, rather 
than whatever Trump ad-libbed. Many were puzzled why 
Trump focused on crime as the central theme of the speech, 
when crime in the U.S. was at a 25-year low and only 3% of 
voters considered it a top issue. 


While the speech itself was praised by some, others were 
critical of it for giving the impression the US was a hotbed of 
crime and were under the impression that Trump would not 
"pivot" to the general electorate, instead focusing on the 
white grievance vote that had propelled him through the 
primaries. 


If the purpose of the convention was to convince voters of 
Trump's viability, it failed spectacularly. Despite Trump 
bragging that his convention would draw record TV ratings, 
the Democratic convention the following week scored better 
on three out of four nights; more viewers watched Trump's 
acceptance speech than Clinton's, but he still attracted fewer 
figures than John McCain in 2008. Trump briefly overtook 
Clinton in the polls, but his post-convention “bounce” was 
small (of 3-4 points), while Clinton's bounce was higher (7-9 
points). What's worse, voter reception was so poor that Trump 
became the first presidential candidate in the history of 
Gallup to have people less likely to vote for him coming out of 
the convention. 


o Post-convention, Trump still was getting himself into trouble. The 
GOP predicted that Trump would change his behavior once the actual 
primaries started. Nope, instead he just reverted back to his callous, 
cruel and quite baffling ways. Severe gaffes that would normally end 
any other politician's career became a seemingly weekly occurrence 
for Trump. 


During the DNC, he made remarks about the hacking of the 
DNC committee's emails that suggested he was encouraging 
Russia to commit espionage to sabotage the Democrats’ race, 
which lead further investigation by various media outlets 
which revealed that Trump actually has significant financial 
ties with Russia and Putin's inner circle. He also drew fire for 
criticizing Khizr and Ghazala Khan, the Muslim-American 
parents of Humayun Khan, a U.S. Army captain who was killed 
in Iraq. Trump's attacks on the Khans were condemned not 
only by Democrats but also by fellow Republicans like John 
McCain and Paul Ryan...who Trump then refused to endorse 
for their upcoming primary challenges. 


In the wake of the two disastrous days with the Khan family 
controversy — during which Clinton had retaken the lead over 
Trump by 10 points and commentators openly questioned his 
sanity — Trump's children, along with several of his closest 
Republican endorsers (including head of the Republican 
National Committee Reince Priebus and former House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich), scrambled to organize an intervention with 
Trump in the hopes of convincing him to reset his campaign. It 
was suggested that the Republican Party was in a frenzy, 
fearing that, at this rate, he'd be unable to remain on top of 
the Republican ticket and potentially single-handedly lead to 
catastrophic consequences for both his own campaign and the 
GOP. Meanwhile, Trump had unsuccessfully tried to claim that 
there was indeed "total unity” present. 


« Trump finally appeared to pivot, delivering a scripted speech 
on Monday outlining his economic policies...and then less than 
twenty-four hours later made a joke about second amendment 
people doing something about Hillary Clintonnote For non- 
American tropers, the second amendment in the US Bill of 
Rights promises the right to “bear arms”, interpreted in 
modern times as the right for private citizens to own guns. 
Trump was essentially joking about gun-rights advocates 
assassinating Clinton. Unsurprisingly the joke appalled many in 
the political sphere and press despite the Trump campaign’s 
best attempts to spin the comments as referring to the 
“unification” of second amendment advocates. He followed 
this up with equally inflammatory rhetoric accusing Obama 
and Clinton of “founding” ISIS, repeating his assertion to 
multiple outlets and even explicitly denying that he’d used 
the phrase rhetorically. And finally, there’s the now-infamous 
image of Trump bashing Clinton for having the father of the 
Orlando shooter seated behind her at a rally...while disgraced 
Congressman Mark Foley (best know for sending sexually 
explicit texts to underage White House pages) sits behind 


himnote And these are just the gaffes related to Trump 
himself. There’s also the revelations of behind-the-scenes 
scrambling in crucial swing states and that the North Carolina 
branch of the Trump campaign failed to fire or reprimand a 


staffer who repeatedly pulled a gun on his coworkers. 


Democratic race 


In the words of pundit Nate Silver, “If the Republican race is Calvinball, with 
everyone making up the rules as they go along, the Democratic race is more 
like — zzzzzzz — golf." However, there have still been some pretty 
significant bumps in the road. 


o Hillary Clinton was considered the front-runner well before she 
officially announced her campaign and many expected that the 
primaries and caucuses would be a formality. However, Vermont 
senator Bernie Sanders surprised everyone by running a strong 
grassroots campaign that focused on social media and individual 
donations. He managed to attract a large number of far-left voters, 
middle class whites, and millennial voters thanks to his focus on 
social issues, government corruption and income inequality (and 
Clinton's connections to Wall Street). This effectively split the 
Democratic base into two groups: a far left, progressive group 
supporting Sanders and a more centrist, pragmatic group supporting 
Clinton. Clinton and Sanders battled back and forth throughout the 
primaries with Clinton narrowly winning by 3 million total votes, 


while Trump had a honeymoon period for 2 months without having a 
rival to debate. 


What's worse, Clinton's unfavorable rating with independent voters is 
just as high as Trump's, and unlike her husband or Obama, she lacks 
the oral and persuasion skills needed to compete with Trump, who, 
despite his views, has plenty of charisma, great at giving speeches 
and his controversial rhetoric are basically minor compared to what 
Clinton has done in the past. At the time she won, it had been over 
200 days since she gave a press conference, seemingly showing she 
can't go off script or answer unexpected questions from reporters. 


Also, after a rally speech where Hillary stopped when receiving boos 
and got a handler to silently nudge her to continue, people went and 
shed light onto Clinton's problems towards her own health, where it 
was revealed that the handler has been with her since 2013 after a 
clot, and the handler himself carries a Diapezem pen, which was 
used to treat patients who experience recurrent seizures. 


Sanders ran into some problems of his own. What sank him was his 
inability to attract black voters after a rally in Seattle was 
interrupted by Black Lives Matter protesters. Black and Latino voters 
perceived Sanders as hung up on class while they thought Clinton was 
more receptive to other social issues (and many black voters voted 
for Clinton simply because she had been a part of President Obama's 
staff). The Sanders campaign also publicly feuded with Democratic 
National Committee chairwomen Debbie Wasserman Schultz over 
alleged favoritism toward Clinton by the DNC, claims that would 
later be borne out by leaked emails mentioned below. Wasserman 
Schultz scheduled only six debates between Clinton and Sanders on 
weekend nights when viewership would be low. 


Sanders refused to concede the race to Clinton because she was in 
the middle of an FBI investigation into a private email server she had 
set up during her tenure as Secretary of State. The investigation 
revealed that the server was unauthorized and unsecured and 
contained classified emails, which Clinton had earlier denied. The 
FBI concluded its investigation and stated that Clinton was in 
violation of several codes and “extremely careless” in handling her 
email system but recommended that no charges be filed due to a 
lack of evidence to suggest malicious intent. The US Attorney 
General Loretta Lynch announced that no charges would be filed 
based on the FBI's recommendation. Quickly there were allegations 
of corruption since Bill Clinton was seen meeting with Lynch a few 
days before her announcement. 


Accepting that Clinton would not be indicted, Sanders conceded the 
race and formally endorsed Clinton. However, it became apparent 
Sanders’ previous criticism of Clinton's connections to large 


O 


corporations and foreign governments as well as the DNC 
establishment worked too well. Sanders was widely criticized by his 


followers and faced accusations of supporting the corrupt system 
that he had been campaigning against. Many of his supporters 
pledged that they would support Green Party candidate Jill Stein 
instead. 


On July 23, WikiLeaks leaked nearly 20,000 hacked emails from the 
Democratic National Committee that seemed to suggest that the 


party leaders were actively working to undermine Sanders’ campaign 
during the race, including colluding with the mainstream media to 
make Clinton look better. Again, this has fueled the accusations that 
Clinton and the Democratic establishment were corrupt, and her 
popularity took a large hit. DNC chairwoman Debbie Wasserman 
Schultz was forced to skip the convention after the emails came to 


light, and she eventually resigned under pressure effective at the 
close of the convention, replaced by Marcia Fudge. 


Progressive supporters were dismayed by Clinton's selection of 
centrist Virginia Senator Tim Kaine as her running mate, especially 
for his support of the controversial TPP trade bill. Kaine's opposition 
to abortion as a devout Catholic also didn't sit well with some of 
Clinton's feminist supporters, although Kaine has been a consistent 
supporter of abortion rights. 


On the first day of the DNC, a large group of Sanders delegates 
disrupted many of the speeches and booed every time Clinton's name 
was said. Many of the audience members altered the "Love Trumps 
Hate" signs they were given to read "Love Bernie or Trump Wins". 
Furthermore, there were large protests outside of the arena that 
actually dwarfed the number of protests at the RNC, including a rally 
held by Stein. Sanders’ attempt to quell the protests and unite the 
party with his speech proved futile and he was again accused of 
being a sellout. Also, the DNC invited three illegal immigrants to 
speak at the event, which violated the law of Section 8 U.S. Code 
1324 of bringing in and harboring certain aliens, openly. 


On the second day, the security guards refused to let certain 
members of the press (mostly conservative and independent leaning 
publications) into the arena even though they had credentials that 
worked the previous day. Once Clinton's nomination was made 
official, the protests from the first day continued outside of the 
arena with security having to put up a wall to keep the protesters 
out (and of course the irony of the DNC erecting a wall after their 
criticism of Trump's proposal was not lost on most people). A number 
of Sanders delegates walked out once Clinton was officially 
nominated and protested in a media tent outside the arena. 


o Despite these problems, the speeches by Democratic Party 
superstars, including Sanders, Michelle Obama, President Barack 
Obama, Joe Biden, Bill Clinton and, of course, Hillary Clinton herself 
were very well received, with Clinton's speech even being praised by 
Republicans who refused to support Trump, the only negative being 
that her speech had lower viewership than Trump (though it had 
higher Nielsen ratings). Hillary also had a higher post-Convention 
bounce compared to Trump. 





